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Lumbar 2 Vertebra

Omer Furkan Turkis, Volkan Murat Ünal

Images in Clinical Medicine
Acta Medica Academica 2019;48(2):230-231

DOI: 10.5644/ama2006-124.262

Department of Neurosurgery, Saglik Bilimleri University, Tepecik Research and Training Hospital, Izmir, Turkey

Case Report 

12-year-old male was admitted to the pedi-
atric emergency department with stomach 
ache. On physical examination the abdomen 
was normal, the rebound sign was negative, 
but mild defense was observed. According to 
standing AP X-ray of the abdomen, a pene-
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trating foreign body was seen on the left and 
at the level of the stomach (Figure 1A). The 
patient was questioned again about swallow-
ing any foreign body or penetrating body 
access holes on the patient’s skin but there 
was no history of ingestion of foreign bod-
ies or any access hole of a penetrating body 
observed on the patient’s skin. Therefore the 
patient was hospitalized in the pediatric sur-
gical service. On abdominal computed to-
mography, the foreign body was seen at the 
level of the L2 vertebra left pedicle (Figure 
1B) and as a result the patient was referred 
to our clinic (neurosurgery) for surgery. 
The patient was laid down in the prone po-
sition. After L2 level had been determined 



231

by fluoroscopy, the operation began with a 
vertical left paramedian incision. After the 
fascia was cut, the foreign body was sought 
by fluoroscopy between the paravertebral 
muscles. When the foreign body was found, 
it was removed by pulling with a rongeur. It 
was a rusty nail (Figure 1C). Subsequently, 
no cerebrospinal fluid was observed and the 
operation was completed.
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